dissolved, and all would be recognized as
equals by the fact of their humanity. A truly
revolutionary social reformer, Guru Nanak also
condemned the mistreatment of women in his
time, proclaiming them the equals of men in
every respect—political, social, and religious—
over two and a half centuries before the
founding of the United States.

Khalsa

On March 30, 1699, Guru Gobind Singh—the
tenth and final human Guru—revealed a new,
voluntary order of the Sikhs, called the Khalsa
(meaning "belonging only to the Divine").

The Khalsa consists of Sikhs who undergo a
initiation ceremony and dedicate themselves
to living by the
high standards
of the Sikh
Gurus at all

Kirpan

times, as well
as maintaining
their physical distinctiveness in society by
maintaining five articles of faith. The Khalsa,

a global human fellowship, upheld the highest
Sikh virtues through the harshest and most
difficult times in Sikh history.

One of the more conspicuous and noteworthy
of the articles of faith is the Kesh (uncut hair),
which is kept covered by a distinctive turban.
The other articles are the Kirpan (ceremonial
sword), Kara (metal bracelet), Kanga (comb)
and Kaccha (under-shorts). They all have deep
religious meanings for Sikhs, who wear them
to honor the teachings, wishes, and memory
of their beloved Gurus.
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There is only one God

Whose name is Truth

The Creator
Without fear
Without hate

A timeless being

Beyond births and deaths
Self-illuminated
Revealed only by the Guru’s grace

- Mool Mantra
Japji
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